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Curriculum Unit: Primary Sources


This unit is a ten lesson unit entitled History Firsthand: Primary Source Research in Elementary School, found on the Library of Congress’s American Memory site. See the actual attached lesson for notes on what is referred to below. The modifications are made with a fifth grade classroom in mind.

Before lesson 1:

Have students visit the school library. Have the librarian speak on how the library is organized (Dewey decimal system), and where to find certain categories of books. This should be review for the students, but it will be helpful to have a refresher because this topic is discussed in lesson 1.

Lesson 1:


Keep the lesson as is.

Lesson 2:


Students will sit in a circle. Have the students perform the activity listed, but repeat it twice. Each repeat should start with a different student than before, and should be a new comment. This helps students to see that it is not just a fluke occurrence that the message gets twisted from its original.

Lesson 3:


Keep the lesson as is, but make the artifacts related to you, the teacher’s life. Include journals, photographs, old junk that’s important to you, etc. This adds a personal touch to the assignment as well as a coolness factor. The students get to learn more about you, thus making them feel more connected to the assignment. It will also feel more “real” to the students than lots of old documents by people they have never heard of.

Lesson 4:


Have students perform lesson as written.

Before lesson 5:


Students have to have a background on immigration before taking on this part of the unit. Review their knowledge of immigration by reading a book on immigration and using an anticipation guide. This guide will include statements like “immigrants come from other countries.” As a whole class, students must decide if that statement is true or false before reading the book. Once the book is finished, the students go through the statements again to see if their previous predictions came true. If needed, keep reading different books on immigration until students again have a firm grasp on immigration.
Lesson 5:


Perform lesson as written. 
Lessons 6 and 7:

Students will be placed in groups of three. The groups will be mixed with both low and high readers, due to the vocabulary and difficulty level of some of the texts in lesson five. Roles will be assigned to the groups as well. There will be a recorder for the group, a speaker for the group, and the person who controls the mouse on the computer. These roles will switch for each lesson, so to give the students a chance to perform a variety of roles.

Lessons 8 and 9:


Time is used to construct poster on immigration using the information from the previous three days. As an alternative for visual or auditory learners, the presentation can be made using a program like PowerPoint so students can include video clips and other things.

Lesson 10:


Students will give their presentation. Presentations will be graded based on a rubric. Group members will also rate the performance of other group members.

Ohio Academic Content Standards

Social Studies


Social Studies Skills and Methods Standard
1. Obtain information from a variety of print and electronic sources and analyze its reliability including:

a. Accuracy of facts;

b. Credentials of the source.

2. Locate information in a variety of sources using keywords, related articles and cross-references.
3. Differentiate between primary and secondary sources.
8. Communicate research findings using line graphs and

tables.
Language Arts


Research Standard

1. Generate a topic, assigned or personal interest, and open-ended questions for research and develop a plan for gathering information.

2. Locate sources and gather relevant information from multiple sources (e.g., school library catalogs, online databases, electronic resources and Internet-based resources).

3. Identify important information found in sources and paraphrase the findings in a systematic way (e.g., notes, outlines, charts, tables or graphic organizers).

4. Compare and contrast important findings and select sources to support central ideas, concepts and themes.

5. Define plagiarism and acknowledge sources of information.

6. Use a variety of communication techniques, including oral, visual, written or multimedia reports, to present information gathered.


Communication: Oral and Visual
5. Demonstrate an understanding of the rules of the English language and select language appropriate to purpose and audience.

6. Use clear diction, pitch, tempo and tone, and adjust volume and tempo to stress important ideas.
7. Adjust speaking content according to the needs of the situation, setting and audience.

8. Deliver informational presentations (e.g., expository, research) that:

a. demonstrate an understanding of the topic and present events or ideas in a logical sequence;

b. support the main idea with relevant facts, details, examples, quotations, statistics, stories and anecdotes;

c. organize information, including a clear introduction, body and conclusion and follow common organizational structures when appropriate (e.g., cause-effect, compare-contrast);

d. use appropriate visual materials (e.g., diagrams, charts, illustrations) and available technology; and

e. draw from several sources and identify sources used.
Extension to lesson


If students appear to be still interested in the topic of immigration, use that interest to spring into a discussion of immigration today. Have students’ research immigration in the US today. Have students’ debate immigration policy today, with questions such as should we build a wall between our borders, or should people who come into the country illegally be allowed to stay? Have students engage in a friendly campaign for both sides of the issue. Stress the importance of being respectful of other’s opinions.

Rubric for Presentation

	
	1 Point


	2 Points
	3 Points
	4 Points

	Primary Sources
	Presentation uses information from two or fewer primary sources
	Presentation uses information from three primary sources
	Presentation uses information from four primary sources
	Presentation uses information from five or more primary sources

	Pictures
	Two or fewer pictures are used in the presentation
	Three pictures are used in the presentation
	Four pictures are used in the presentation
	Five or more pictures on the topic are in the presentation

	Visual Appeal
	Both text and pictures are hard to see. No color used.
	Text or pictures are hard to see. Color may or may not be used.
	Most pictures and text is easily seen and readable. Color is used somewhere in the presentation
	Text and pictures are easy to see and readable. Color is used somewhere in the presentation

	Information
	Very little accurate information; 6 or more errors 
	Information is not entirely accurate with 4-5 errors
	Most information is accurate but there are 1-3 errors
	All information presented is accurate

	Sources
	Three or more sources are not cited
	Two sources are not cited
	One source is not cited
	Five sources used and all are cited somewhere on the presentation

	Oral Presentation
	Not every group member speaks. Speaking is not clear or easy to hear. Students spend more time looking at notes/poster than audience.
	Most group members speak.
Speaking may or may not be clear or easy to hear. Students who present are prepared.
	All group members speak. Speaking is clear and easy to hear. Students spend more time looking at notes/poster than audience.
	All group members speak. Speaking is clear and easy to hear. Students come prepared.


Group Presentation _______

Participation ____________

Total Points _____________

Participation

On a scale of 1-5 (1 being low, 5 high), rank each of your fellow group members in the following categories:

	Group Member Name
	

	Member completed all tasks assigned
	

	Member is respectful of other’s opinions
	

	Member stays on task
	

	Member works well with others
	


 Comments:
	Group Member Name
	

	Member completed all tasks assigned
	

	Member is respectful of other’s opinions
	

	Member stays on task
	

	Member works well with others
	


 Comments:
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