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Curriculum Unit: Understanding the President’s Roles


This unit is a four lesson unit found on the Edsitement website. See the actual attached lessons for notes on what is referred to below. The modifications are made with a second grade classroom in mind.
Lesson 1:

Begin with showing the slide of government structure on the Ben’s Guide to U.S. Government website. Briefly discuss what each branch’s main job is before moving particularly to the president.

Channel the discussion through a KWL chart (Know, Want to know, Learned). Have the students assist in filling out the K section of the chart. Students will then discuss in small groups one question they might want to know about what the president does. Each group will place their question under the W section of the chart. Then the students will listen to the story If I Were President by Catherine Stier. After listening to the roles discussed in the story, students will determine what they learned from the book about the different roles.
Lesson 2:


Perform activity as stated. Lesson will be done whole class using the projector. Divide creating the book, “If I were President…” into a separate day’s activity. 

Lesson 3:


Have students make a list on the board of the methods the president uses to communicate with the people. Have students discuss in small groups why the president uses so many different methods of communication. Show as many different examples of these methods as time allows.

Lesson 4:


Have students lead a discussion on different issues (war, economy, etc.) currently affecting the nation. Ask them to examine what they have heard about the issues from the news or their parents, and to think of how they feel about the different issues. Students will then compile a list of these issues on the board.

Students will then individually write a letter to the president. They will pick one of the issues listed or another one they may have and put their thoughts and feelings on that issue in the letter.


Students will then revise their letters based on peer and teacher feedback. They may choose to either type their final letter or to handwrite using a pen. The letters will be bundled and sent to the president to see if the students receive a reply.

Ohio Academic Content Standards Used:

Social Studies


Government

1. Identify leaders such as mayor, governor and president, and explain that they are elected by the people.

2. Explain how a system of government provides order to a group such as a school or community and why government is necessary including:
a. Making and enforcing laws;

b. Providing leadership;

c. Providing services;

d. Resolving disputes.
Language Arts


Writing Processes



1. Generate writing ideas through discussions with others.


15. Rewrite and illustrate writing samples for display and for sharing with others.

Writing Applications
3. Write letters or invitations that include relevant information and follow letter format (e.g., date, proper salutation, body, closing and signature).
Assessments:

Assessments for the unit will include teacher observation during discussions, and evaluation of the students’ written letters. Evaluation of the letter will be based off of a rubric. There will also be a quiz given, asking students to name three jobs the president has and three ways the president communicates with the people.

Letter Rubric
	
	1 point
	2 points
	3 points
	4 points

	Topic
	Topic is not defined and there is no connection to a current events issue.
	Topic is defined, but the issue has not been currently discussed in the media.
	Topic is clearly defined, and relates to any current event issue.
	Topic is clearly defined and relates to a current event issue that the president has power to change (war, economy).

	Opinion
	Student opinion on issue is missing.
	Student opinion on the issue is given, but not clearly stated.
	
	Student opinion on the issue is clearly stated.

	Supports for Opinion
	Student has no supports for his/her opinion.
	Student has one separate support for his/her opinion.
	Student has two separate supports for his/her opinion.
	Student has three separate supports for his/her opinion.

	Letter Format
	Student is missing three or more parts of the letter format
	Student is missing two parts of the letter format
	Student is missing one part of the letter format
	Student uses all parts of a letter to construct their letter
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