October 7, 2008


Dear Families,

Our social studies class is gearing up for a unit on primary sources. A primary source is a source that gives researchers first-hand knowledge on a certain time period. Researchers like to use primary sources because they are directly from that event, not a second-hand account, so there is less likelihood for history to become skewed by personal biases.

The first part of our unit deals with categorizing different sources and beginning to explore the concept of primary sources. The second part of the unit deals with evaluating what sources are most important/best to use. For the final part of the unit, students will look at actual primary sources based around the theme of immigration. They will use what they have learned in the first two parts of the unit to evaluate the sources and create a presentation on immigration.
We need your help with this unit. Students need to bring in at least one object from a previous school year. This object can be an old article of clothing, a previous assignment, an old toy, an award, or any other object you and your child decide on that tells us something about the way they used to be. Please do not send something valuable, as the students will be examining and handling the objects. These objects will be used to help us begin classifying different sources. Please send these objects in no later than Tuesday, October 14.

We would also like to invite you to our end of unit presentations. Students will present the information and explain their reasoning for choosing the sources they chose. Our presentation will occur on Friday, October 31, at 1 PM.

We hope to see you on the 31st, and as always, thank you for your support of your child’s education. If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Cordially,
Greg Webb
Classroom Teacher, 5th Grade Social Studies

ABC School
