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Lesson Plan

This lesson plan is loosely based off of a lesson plan found on the National Geographic website. The lesson plan from that site is attached. You may also find the lesson plan online by visiting http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/lessons/11/gk2/
Title 
How Do We Get From Here To There?
Goals/Objectives

Students will determine what types of vehicles are used in transporting people and goods as well as the best means of transport for a particular good or person.  They will examine maps as part of their determination. Students will also write from the perspective of using one of these vehicles.
Ohio Content Standards

Social Studies

Geography Standard



Benchmark A: Using Maps




Indicator: 1. Read and interpret a variety of maps.

Economics Standard



Benchmark B: Goods and Services

Indicator: 2. Explain how people are buyers and sellers of goods and services.

Language Arts

Writing Applications Standard



Benchmark A: Composing Detailed Writings

Indicator: 1. Write stories that convey a clear message, include details, use vivid language, and move through a logical sequence of steps and events.
Essential Questions

What is a vehicle?

What different kinds of vehicles are there?

Which vehicle would be fastest? Slowest?

What is a good? 
Assessment

Students will be assessed through observation during the teaching of the lesson. They will also be assessed based off of their writing and their ability to follow the prompt for their stories. 

Activities/Procedure

1. Students will discuss in small groups what they know about vehicles. After discussion, students will come together as a whole group to assist in making a KWL chart on vehicles (Know, Want to Know, Learned). Have students fill out the K and W sections of the chart now.
2. Students will listen to selections from the book, I Wonder Why Planes Have Wings: And Other Questions About Transportation by Christopher Maynard. After listening to the reading, students will complete the L section of the KWL chart to see if any of their questions were answered.
3. Students will pair up and briefly discuss when and why a person would use a certain kind of transportation.
4. In whole class discussion, using a map of the United States and a world map, students will determine the best mode of transport to get someone or something across the county, across the state, across the country, from country to country, etc. Students will be introduced to different items (a perishable food, an urgent letter, etc.) to determine if their method of transport would be the same.
5. Students will complete individually a writing prompt based on transportation. After completing the writing prompt, students may create an illustration to go with their story that will be displayed in the hall.
Materials Needed

I Wonder Why Planes Have Wings: And Other Questions About Transportation by Christopher Maynard

World Map

United States Map

Butcher or Chart Paper for KWL Chart

Pencil

Paper

Markers/Crayons/Colored Pencils for illustration

Accomodations

Students with writing difficulties could just do the illustration portion of the writing prompt. Students who finish the activity early could draw their own map showing where the person/good they are delivering comes from and goes to.
Writing Prompt

Imagine you have to transport a person or package across the United States. Answer the following questions in your story:

Who or what are you transporting?

Why is the person or package being transported?

Where are you starting from?

Where are you going to end up?

What kind of vehicle will you use to transport your person or package?

What sights do you see along the way?

What direction do you have to go?

How much will it cost to transport the person or package?

Students will be assessed based on their ability to answer the questions in the story. Students will receive a point for each question they answer, 1 point for using complete sentences, and 1 point for proper use of capital letters and punctuation.
Works Cited

National Geographic Society. (1998). Trade and Transportation in the United States. Retrieved 

October 2, 2008, from http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/lessons/11/gk2/
The Ohio Department of Education. (2001). Academic Content Standards: K-12 English 

Language Arts. Columbus, OH: Office of Curriculum and Instruction.

The Ohio Department of Education. (2002). Academic Content Standards: K-12 Social Studies. 

Columbus, OH: Office of Curriculum and Instruction.

