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Cooperating Teacher Lesson Changes

The lesson my cooperating teacher did on Thursday, November 6, was on two different structures found in Washington DC: the Washington Monument and the Lincoln Memorial. She read the students a book on the Washington Monument and a book on the Lincoln Memorial. Then she had students cut out and color pages from a premade copied book and assemble them to make their own book with basic facts about these and other memorials.


I decided these two topics should be separate and supplemented with more information about the presidents. I also chose to use different books on the memorials than my cooperating teacher used. I expanded my cooperating teacher’s lesson into a mini-unit based around her lesson on the memorials.

Unit Title: Mr. President: The Lives of Lincoln and Washington
Grade Level: Second Grade

Day 1: Abraham Lincoln

Objectives 

· Explain who Abraham Lincoln was and what he did
· Recognize symbols in our society related to Abraham Lincoln

Ohio Academic Content Standards Met

Social Studies

History

7. Recognize the importance of individual action and character and explain how they have made a difference in others' lives with emphasis on the importance of: 

a. Social and political leaders in the United States (e.g., George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Tecumseh, Harriet Tubman, Abraham Lincoln, Sojourner Truth, Susan B. Anthony and Martin Luther King Jr.)

Government

3. Explain the importance of landmarks in the United States and the ideals that they represent including:

a. The Washington Monument;

c. The Lincoln Memorial.
Plan for Lesson

Show students a picture of Abraham Lincoln and ask students to tell who the picture represents. Complete a KWL chart on Abraham Lincoln. Ask students what they already know about Lincoln, and what they want to know. Have students assist in filling out the chart.

Students will listen to Abraham Lincoln by Amy L. Cohn (ISBN 0590935666). After listening to the story, students will complete the L part of the KWL chart on what they learned. 
Students will then be shown a picture of the Lincoln Memorial and be asked where they might have seen this structure before (the back of a penny). Students will listen to The Lincoln Memorial, part of the American Symbols Series by Terri DeGezelle (ISBN 0736825290). After listening to the story, as a class the students will compile a list of things they learned about the Lincoln Memorial. To end the activity, students will write one fact they learned about Lincoln or the memorial on a 3x5 index card.
Assessment

Students will be assessed based on their participation in the class discussions. They will also be assessed individually on what they put down for their fact learned. Students will receive full points for writing a complete sentence based on one of the facts learned from the books read in this lesson.

Day 2: George Washington

Objectives 

· Explain who George Washington was and what he did.

· Recognize symbols in our society related to George Washington.

Ohio Academic Content Standards Met

Social Studies

History

7. Recognize the importance of individual action and character and explain how they have made a difference in others' lives with emphasis on the importance of: 

a. Social and political leaders in the United States (e.g., George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Tecumseh, Harriet Tubman, Abraham Lincoln, Sojourner Truth, Susan B. Anthony and Martin Luther King Jr.)

Government

3. Explain the importance of landmarks in the United States and the ideals that they represent including:

a. The Washington Monument;

c. The Lincoln Memorial.
Plan for Lesson

Show students a picture of George Washington and ask students to tell who the picture represents. Complete a KWL chart on George Washington. Ask students what they already know about Washington, and what they want to know. Have students assist in filling out the chart.

Students will listen to A Picture Book of George Washington by David A. Adler (ISBN 0823408000). After listening to the story, students will complete the L part of the KWL chart on what they learned. 

Students will then be shown a picture of the Washington Monument and be asked where they might have seen this structure before. Students will listen to The Washington Monument, a Pull Ahead Book by Kristin L. Nelson (ISBN 0822537591). After listening to the story, as a class the students will compile a list of things they learned about the Washington Monument. To end the activity, students will write one fact they learned about Washington or the monument on a 3x5 index card.

Assessment

Students will be assessed based on their participation in the class discussions. They will also be assessed individually on what they put down for their fact learned. Students will receive full points for writing a complete sentence based on one of the facts learned from the books read in this lesson.

Day 3: Comparing Lincoln and Washington

Objectives

· Compare and contrast Lincoln and Washington
· Evaluate which President was the better president

Ohio Academic Content Standards Met

Social Studies


History

7. Recognize the importance of individual action and character and explain how they have made a difference in others' lives with emphasis on the importance of:

a. Social and political leaders in the United States (e.g., George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Tecumseh, Harriet Tubman, Abraham Lincoln, Sojourner Truth, Susan B. Anthony and Martin Luther King Jr.)
Language Arts

Writing Applications
2. Write responses to stories by comparing text to other texts, or to people or events in their own lives.
Plan for Lesson

Have students review KWL charts of on Abraham Lincoln and George Washington from the previous two lessons. Students will break into groups of 2-3 students and make a list of similarities and differences of the two presidents. Groups will come back together as a whole class and share off of their lists.

Students will then return to their seats and complete a writing assignment. Students will be asked to pick which of these presidents they think is best and write at least three sentences stating why they think he was the better president based on facts learned from the two previous lessons. 

After completing their stories, students will gather as a group and read their pieces. The class will then vote on which man they thought was the better president to see if any of the students were persuaded to the other side by what their classmates wrote.

Assessment

Students will be assessed using a rubric for their writing assignment.

Differentiation/Extension

As an independent study option, students may choose to construct a PowerPoint complete with pictures and facts on Abraham Lincoln or George Washington. These may be used in collaboration with the stories during the presentation phase as a persuasive piece.

Students with writing disabilities may dictate their story to the teacher or instructional aide.

Rubric for Writing Assignment

	Criteria
	1 Point
	2 Points
	3 Points

	President
	Student does not pick one of the presidents discussed in the unit.
	Student picks one of the presidents discussed in the unit but their choice is not clearly stated.
	Student picks one of the presidents discussed in the unit for the assignment and clearly states their choice.

	Support for Choice
	Student has one or fewer reasons why they think their choice is the better president.
	Student has two reasons why they think their choice is the better president.
	Student has three or more reasons why they think their choice is the better president.

	Facts Learned From Lesson
	Two or more facts do not come from the previous lessons.
	One fact does not come from the previous lessons.
	All facts supporting their choice come from the previous lessons.

	Complete Sentences
	No sentences are present in the writing.
	Some sentences are present with capital letters at the beginning and periods at the end.
	All sentences are complete and start with a capital letter and end with a period.


Total Points (out of 12) ____________________________

Comments:

February 9, 2009

Dear Families,

In honor of President’s Day next Monday, February 16, our class will be learning about two of nation’s most famous presidents: George Washington and Abraham Lincoln. Students will hear and discuss stories on each man’s life and accomplishments. They will also learn about the two structures in Washington, D.C. dedicated to their memory: The Washington Monument and the Lincoln Memorial.

As a culminating activity for the unit, students will be asked to write a persuasive piece based on their learning from the unit. They will choose which of these men they think made a better president and give their reasons why. These will be presented to their classmates, and once completed the class will vote to see if anyone’s opinion was changed based on the papers.

My hope is for your student to come away from this unit with a better understanding of these important figures in American history and how they helped shape America into the country it is today. As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact me.

Cordially,
Greg Webb

Second Grade Teacher

ABC Elementary
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