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Creative Project Lesson Plan/Unit

Note: The first day’s lesson is loosely based around a plan on the PBS website entitled Weddings Around the World. This lesson is attached and can be found on the website http://pbskids.org/arthur/parentsteachers/activities/acts/weddings_world.html. Because this lesson was designed for 3-5 year olds, it was heavily adapted to include more age appropriate activities for second graders. An extra book was also added, and the bulletin board was my creation. The pictures for the bulletin board came from clip art on Microsoft Word 2003 and from my parents’ wedding.
Title of Lessons
Day 1: A Celebration of Love

Day 2: Love is…
Grade Level for Lessons
Second Grade

Day 1: A Celebration of Love
Objectives

· Recognize symbols related to weddings

· Examine a typical wedding in the United States

· Compare the typical wedding in the United States to another culture
Ohio Academic Content Standards Met

Social Studies


People in Societies

1. Describe the cultural practices and products of people on different continents.

2. Describe ways in which language, stories, folktales, music and artistic creations serve as expressions of culture and influence the behavior of people living in a particular culture.
Plan for Lesson
Students will gather around the bulletin board in the classroom. They will examine the symbols/pictures on the board and discuss where/if they have seen these symbols/pictures as a whole class. The teacher will tell the story of a wedding they were in, attended, or a typical wedding, using the pictures from a wedding that are on the board to aid in the story. Students will be paired and discuss weddings they may have attended. Discussion will include whether any of those symbols were at the wedding they attended, what happened at the wedding, and what they ate, wore, heard, etc. Students will come together as a whole class and share what they discussed, with the teacher making a list on the whiteboard.
Students will listen to the stories Weddings by Ann Morris (ISBN 0688132723) and Uncle Peter's Amazing Chinese Wedding by Lenore Look (ISBN 0689844581). After listening to the story, students will return to their pairs and make a list of things that are similar to weddings they’ve been to/heard about, and things that are different from the “typical” wedding. Students will help compile their ideas into a list on the board.

Students will be given a 3x5 index card. The students will be asked to draw a picture of one of the symbols discussed or of one of the weddings seen in the books. These pictures will be added to the bulletin board to give a more complete picture of weddings in a variety of cultures.

Assessment for Lesson

Students will be assessed based on their lists they made of similarities and differences. Their lists must have at least three similarities and three differences to get full credit. They also will be assessed based on their ability to complete their drawing.
Day 2: Love Is…
Objectives

· Examine reasons why people get married.

· Determine qualities that make up love.

Ohio Academic Content Standards Met

Social Studies
Citizenship Rights and Responsibilities

1. Demonstrate skills and explain the benefits of cooperation when working in group settings:

a. Manage conflict peacefully;

b. Display courtesy;

c. Respect others.


3. Demonstrate citizenship traits including:

a. Honesty;

b. Self-assurance;

c. Respect for the rights of others;

d. Persistence;

e. Patriotism.
Language Arts

Writing Applications

4. Produce informal writings (e.g., messages, journals, notes and poems) for various purposes.
Plan for Lesson

Gather students around the bulletin board again. Have students discuss in pairs reasons why two people get married and what the two people have to do to get married. Rejoin as a whole group in a circle and have each student share something from their discussion.
Write the word love on the whiteboard. Ask students what they think of when they hear this word. List some responses on the board. Give students a simple definition of the word love. Introduce the activity on the bulletin board, titled “What is love?” In this activity, students will write one sentence based on the prompt “Love is…” Provide an example such as “Love is when I share my cookies with a friend.” After students write the sentence, have them post their sentence on the bulletin board. 
Once all students have completed one sentence, gather together and read what the students have wrote. Have students assist in making a web of the qualities that define love (trust, sharing, cooperation, etc.) based on what the students wrote. Discuss how love can be seen through our everyday actions and other forms of love (other than just two married people).
After complete, have students write a story about someone/something they love. Students will compile these into a class book.

Assessment for Lesson

Students will be assessed based on whether they completed at least one sentence for the bulletin board. Students will also be assessed based on their story. Full points will be given for a story that names the person they love and gives at least three reasons why they love that person. Students will be expected to write in complete sentences during this activity.

Differentiation

Students with major writing difficulties may dictate their story to the teacher or instructional aide. 
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