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Children’s Book Rubric Assignment


Title of Book: __________________________________________________________________

Author/Illustrator: ______________________________________________________________

ISBN: ________________________________________________________________________

	Rubric for Evaluating Children’s Books

	Criteria
	1
	2
	3
	4

	Grade Level – Meet OH Academic Content Standards for grade; builds on student schema; is engaging; font is readable and appropriate size
	Fails to meet three or more of the criteria
	Fails to meet two of the criteria
	Fails to meet one of the criteria
	Meets all criteria

	Illustrations – Accurately reflect different races, genders, religions, etc.; aid in comprehension of story; express details of story; illustrations engage the reader’s mind
	Fails to meet three or more of the criteria
	Fails to meet two of the criteria
	Fails to meet one of the criteria
	Meets all criteria

	Content – information presented is factual; organized, easy to follow presentation; content is intriguing and engaging; fairly represents diverse backgrounds/situations  
	Fails to meet three or more of the criteria
	Fails to meet two of the criteria
	Fails to meet one of the criteria
	Meets all criteria

	Representations – appropriate and factual representations of people/groups; avoids stereotypes; incorporates a variety of perspectives; shows people in diverse situations 
	Fails to meet three or more of the criteria
	Fails to meet two of the criteria
	Fails to meet one of the criteria
	Meets all criteria

	Characters – characters are appropriate for time period; students can relate to character struggles; characters are appropriate role models; representations of diversity are tastefully and appropriately approached.
	Fails to meet three or more of the criteria
	Fails to meet two of the criteria
	Fails to meet one of the criteria
	Meets all criteria

	Language – avoids biases; is descriptive and pulls reader into the text; difficult words accurately explained; text fits situations presented in book
	Fails to meet three or more of the criteria
	Fails to meet two of the criteria
	Fails to meet one of the criteria
	Meets all criteria


Total Score (out of 24): ___________________________

Comments:
Note: The rubric for Evaluating a Children’s Book was developed based around the criteria discussed in class, as well as some criteria in the text for the class, Welton’s Children and Their World: Strategies for Teaching Social Studies.

People
Stier’s If I Were President represents people in a variety of ways. All of the representations of the president are filled by children. These illustrations allow children to imagine themselves in the actual role. The illustrations also depict the president as not just being the typical white male we think of when talking about our president (a schema that as a nation we are going to have to modify very soon). One of my favorite representations of people in this book was the page on the Secret Service guarding the president. The president is riding around at an amusement park in a teacup smiling away with her hands in the air. Then you look at the Secret Service agents in the next teacup and there’s not a hint of a smile anywhere on their faces. It was a perfect representation of the persona and role a Secret Service agent would take and a rather humorous comparison when the reader stopped and thought about it.
Places
If I Were President allows children to imagine the world inside the White House. It gives accurate representations that there are actually movie theaters and bowling alleys inside the building for the president’s use. It also shows that the White House is a place of business as well; something many students may have problems wrapping their head around because it is called a house. In the illustration where the president is beside Air Force One in another country, it accurately shows that other countries have different customs about how they greet one another. In this illustration, it shows the president and the foreign leader bowing rather than shaking hands. Throughout this story, examples of diversity abound through the representations of places and people.
Events
If I Were President represents the president performing a variety of different events. The president is shown signing a bill with all of the important people in the background. Another role is shown through the president giving the State of the Union address. All of these events are explained with enough detail to give the student an complete picture of what these events entail, but not too much detail to bog the student down and confuse their understanding. The events depicted in the story also show that the president is just another human being like the rest of us. They bowl, watch movies, read newspapers, play with their dog, and perform countless other everyday occurrences that take place in the typical American’s life.
Concepts
This book allows students to see an accurate portrayal of the roles the President of the United States undertakes. Explanations of these roles are simple and easy to follow. When the book introduces concepts the students may be unfamiliar with, it always takes time to explain them. For example, when it mentions the armed forces, the author then explains what the different branches that comprise the armed forces. Students may never have heard the term armed forces, but they are likely to have heard of the army or navy before. The concepts in this book are presented in a kid friendly way. Many of the students this book is intended for are still very egocentric. This book plays right into that idea by saying, “If I were president…” This helps students to focus and think like they actually were in that role.

Activity to Accompany Book
After listening to the story If I Were President, students will write a story about what they would do if they were president. They must include at least three things that they would do. The ideas must be realistic based around the text they just listened to (no bombing China, giving free ice cream to everyone, or mandating all the TV shows are cartoons). After writing their story on the provided sheet, the student and teacher will conference to aid in editing and revise their stories. The students will then type out their edited and revised stories. After completing their story, the students will illustrate their stories and compile them into a class book.

Name ________________________________
Date ___________________________
If I Were President…

Directions

Write a story describing what you would do as president. Your ideas should be something a president would or could actually do. Include at least three different ideas. If you need more room to write, you may get another sheet of paper.
If I were president, I would ____________________________________________

Rubric for Assignment

Name of Student _____________________________________

	Criteria
	1 point
	2 points
	3 points

	Number of Ideas
	1 or fewer ideas/roles student would perform as president are included 
	2 ideas/roles student would perform as president are included.
	3 or more ideas/roles student would do as president are included.

	Accuracy of Ideas
	2 or more ideas presented are unrealistic to the role of the president.
	1 of the ideas presented is unrealistic to the role of president.
	All ideas presented are realistic roles of the president.

	Illustrations

	Illustrations are non-existent or do not match the text and lack detail.
	Illustrations match the text, but lack details.
	Illustrations match the text student wrote, and are detailed

	Conferencing
	Student made no edits/revisions to the original story.
	Student did not confer with teacher, but make edits/revisions to their original story.
	Student conferred with teacher and make revisions/edits based on the conference.

	Writing Conventions

	More than six errors and the story is difficult to read because of errors.
	More than 6 errors in spelling, punctuation, and capitalization but the story is still readable.
	No or few errors in spelling, punctuation, and capitalization in final product.


Final Score (Out of 15) _________________________

Work Cited
Welton, D. A. (2005). Children and Their World: Strategies for Teaching Social Studies (8th 

Ed.). Boston: Houghton Mifflin.

