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Curriculum Unit: Carriage Hill

The ideas in this unit were my creation, except for the field trip activities which were developed by Carriage Hill.

Grade Level: Second Grade 

Unit Overview
Day 1: Discussion of Diversity 
Day 2: Use New Education Reader in class

Day 3: Field Trip to Carriage Hill

Day 4: Compare/Contrast Present Day School to Now, write thank you letters

Day 5: Examining Photos of Children in the 1800s

Day 6: Farm Product Uses
Day 1: Discussion of Diversity

Objectives
· Recognize different forms of diversity among people
· Analyze the contributions of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
· Examine common biases in society
Ohio Academic Content Standards Met

Social Studies

History

7. Recognize the importance of individual action and character and explain how they have made a difference in others' lives with emphasis on the importance of:

a. Social and political leaders in the United States (e.g., George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Tecumseh, Harriet Tubman, Abraham Lincoln, Sojourner Truth, Susan B. Anthony and Martin Luther King Jr.);
People in Societies

2. Describe ways in which language, stories, folktales, music and artistic creations serve as expressions of culture and influence the behavior of people living in a particular culture.
3. Explain how contributions of different cultures within the United States have influenced our common national heritage.
Plan for Day 1
Read students the book Martin’s Big Words: The Life of Martin Luther King, Jr. by Doreen Rappaport (ISBN 0786807148). While reading the story, use the think-aloud concept to state what the book is making the teacher think of while reading in order to stimulate student thinking.
After completing the book, hold discussion on events of the story. When discussion simmers down, write the word diversity on the board. Give students a definition of the word and describe one way in which humans can be diverse. Have students pair up and perform a think-pair-share activity, listing other ways that people are different or diverse from each other.
Once given the chance to share, have students come together as a class and list on the board in a web the different types of diversity discussed. Continue adding more to the list until there are a variety of ways diversity is displayed (not just race, religion and the other typical ones)
From here, move into a discussion of discrimination and bias. Have students reconnect to the book ways people treated African-Americans differently. Show examples of language that is biased towards a group of people and have students determine biased wording and unbiased wording.

As a closing activity, pass out to the student’s a fellow classmates name on a 3x5 index card. Have students determine one thing that makes that classmate special and write why it makes them special on the card. As time permits, allow students to share what is on their card.

Assessment
Assessment will be done informally through observation. If the student participated in the days activities and completed the index card, they will receive full credit for the day. The teacher will observe whether the students get the content through their answers in the class discussion.

Differentiation

For students with difficulties writing on a small 3x5 card, give them a bigger index card. Allow students who are limited writers to illustrate a picture about a classmate and explain it rather than writing.

Day 2: Use New Education Reader in Class

Objectives

· Compare and contrast a present day reading lesson to reading lessons in the past.

· Evaluate written material for bias in language towards a diverse group

Ohio Academic Content Standards Met

Social Studies

History

4. Use historical artifacts, photographs, biographies, maps, diaries and folklore to answer questions about daily life in the past.
Social Studies Skills and Methods

1. Obtain information from oral, visual and print sources.
4. Distinguish the difference between fact and fiction in oral, visual and print materials.
Language Arts

Writing Applications

4. Produce informal writings (e.g., messages, journals, notes and poems) for various purposes.
Plan for Day 2

The lesson on diversity was a necessary prerequisite to today’s lesson. In whole class discussion, students will brainstorm about what school was like for their parents, grandparents, or great-grandparents. After this discussion, the teacher will introduce the New Education Reader (see photo attached) to the class and explain that many years ago, students used this text to learn to read and write. Students will then participate in a lesson from the New Education Reader. 
After completing the lesson, students will look for areas in the text where the language contains bias towards a group of people. Students will discuss reasons they believe the writers used these biases.

The students will then individually journal about their experiences in this lesson. Questions they will be asked include to compare and contrast this lesson with their typical reading lesson, any biases they saw, and whether or not they liked the lesson and why.

Assessment

Assessment will be by checklist based on their journal assignment. In order to receive full points on the assignment, they must note a similarity, a difference, a bias, and tell whether they liked the lesson and why. Each missing part will deduct a point from their final score. Other assessment will be informal through the use of teacher observation during the discussion periods.

Differentiation
Have students with serious writing difficulties dictate their journal to a teacher, aide, or other student who finishes early. If class has a broad spectrum between low and high readers, provide separate lessons from the reader in order for students to be successful at the activity.

Day 3: Field Trip to Carriage Hill

Plan for Day 3
Students will take a field trip to Carriage Hill MetroPark, 7800 E. Shull Road, Dayton, Ohio 45424, (937) 278-2609. Visit http://www.metroparks.org/GetEducated/ViewFieldTripByPark.aspx?ParkID=2&Heading=Carriage%20Hill%20MetroPark and click on detail view beside Children’s Interactive Classroom or see attached page for more details. 

Day 4: Compare/Contrast present day school to now and write thank you letters

Objectives

· Compare and contrast a school day in the present with a school day in the 1800s

· Create an appropriate themed thank you letter.

Ohio Academic Content Standards Met

Social Studies

 
History

4. Use historical artifacts, photographs, biographies, maps, diaries and folklore to answer questions about daily life in the past.

5. Identify the work that people performed to make a living in the past and explain how jobs in the past are similar and/or different from those of today.

6. Identify and describe examples of how science and technology have changed the daily lives of people and compare:

a. Forms of communication from the past and present;

b. Forms of transportation from the past and present.
Language Arts


Writing Applications

3. Write letters or invitations that include relevant information and follow letter format (e.g., date, proper salutation, body, closing and signature).
Plan for Day 4
Students will recap the previous day’s field trip. The teacher will place students in groups of no more than three. Students will discuss each of the activities they participated in. Students will then fill out the attached chart, comparing and contrasting a school of today with a school in the 1800s. Once their group charts are completed, the class will come together and combine all their ideas into a Venn diagram to see the similarities and differences.

From this, students will use their charts and the class chart in order to write individual thank you letters to Carriage Hill for their field trip. These letters will include one thing they learned from the field trip and why they thought that fact was interesting. Letters will be graded based on the attached rubric.

Assessment

Students will be assessed by rubric based on the letter they write.

Differentiation

Have instructional aide assist students with writing difficulties in taking dictation of their letter.

Name _____________________________

Date __________________________

Directions: In each box, list one quality that is seen in a school during that time period.

	School in the 1800s
	School of Today

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Rubric for Thank-You Letter
Name of Student ________________________________

	Criteria
	1 Point
	2 Points
	3 Points

	Thank You
	The words “Thank You” are not present in the letter.
	
	Student thanks Carriage Hill for the field trip.

	What they Learned
	Nothing student learned from the field trip.
	
	Student states one thing they learned from the field trip in the letter.

	Why Fact was Interesting
	No reasoning stated.
	
	Student gives reasoning of why what they learned was interesting/cool/etc.

	Letter Format
	Letter is missing two or more parts.
	Letter is missing one of five parts
	Letter includes all five parts of a letter (date, greeting, body, closing, signature)

	Writing Conventions
	Student is missing two or more of the criteria.
	Student is missing one of the three criteria.


	Student writes in complete sentences, uses punctuation, and begins sentences with capital letters


Total Score (out of 15) _______________________________
Comments:

Day 5: Examining Photos of Children in the 1800s

Objectives
· Interpret photographs on qualities of daily life for children in the past.
· Make connections between similar thoughts.

Ohio Academic Content Standards Met

Social Studies


Social Studies Skills and Methods



1. Obtain information from oral, visual and print sources.


5. Communicate information in writing.

History

4. Use historical artifacts, photographs, biographies, maps, diaries and folklore to answer questions about daily life in the past.
Plan for Day 5
Students will be placed into five groups. Pictures will be placed of children from the 1800s in five different stations around the classroom. The photos will be of different activities (children at work, children at play, children at school, families, and a miscellaneous collection). Students will examine the photographs and write a sentence about one of the photos in each group on a 3x5 index card. Their sentence could be about something they found interesting in one of the photos or a comment on what the children are doing in the photos. Students will deposit their index cards in a basket at each station. Students will rotate between stations until they have examined all five collections of photographs, completing an index card at each station. 

Students will gather as a whole class and then listen to the responses left at each station. The cards for each group will be posted on the board and students will help make connections between similar thinking among their classmates. The activity will be repeated until each station’s cards are analyzed.
Students will return to their seats and write a response to the question, “Based on what you saw in the pictures, what was life like for children in the 1800s?”
Assessment

Students will be assessed based on their ability to complete an index card at each station. They will also be assessed based on their writing prompt. Full points will be given for a response that answers the question fully based on the information gathered from the activity. The response should have at least five sentences.

Differentiation

Place students of varying ability levels in the same group to aid students who have difficulty with interpreting the photos.

Day 6: Farm Product Uses

Objectives
· List ways a farmer makes money.

· Predict the best method to make the most money.

· Evaluate predictions to determine the best answer.

Ohio Academic Content Standards Met

Social Studies


Economics

1. Explain how resources can be used in various ways (e.g., a bushel of corn could be fed to cows, used to make sweetener, or converted to fuel)
2. Explain how people are both buyers and sellers of goods and services.
3. Recognize that most people work in jobs in which they produce a few special goods or services.
Social Studies Skills and Methods

6. Use problem-solving/decision-making skills to identify a problem and gather information while working independently and in groups.
Plan for Day 6

Students will discuss as a whole class things they saw on the farm during the field trip to Carriage Hill. Points of their discussion will be listed on the whiteboard. Students will think-pair-share to discuss the question, “How does the farmer make money?” They will then come together as a class and share their findings (something about they sell their crops should come out during the discussion)

Students will then examine the uses of corn. Once a list of the uses of corn has been made, students will make predictions about who they could sell their corn to that would make the most money for them as the farmer. Students will then work in groups and research the different prices of products that are made from corn. They will write the price on the board beside the product. The class will then come back together and examine whether the predictions they made were correct.

Assessment

Students will be assessed informally through observation based on their accurate completion of the activity. 

Differentiation

Have students who are gifted in math figure how much of one product would have to be sold in order to equal the same amount of money from selling another product.

October 1, 2008

Dear Families,

Our class will begin a six day unit next week on life long, long ago. We will start by having a discussion of diversity and examining the biases people carry. Our second day will consist of a reading lesson from the 1800s and comparing it to reading lessons we have today. On Wednesday, we will be taking a field trip to Carriage Hill Metropark and actually having a lesson in a recreated schoolroom from the 1800s, as well as touring the farm and participating in activities from that era. Please see the attached permission slip for more information.

On Thursday, we will review what we learned on our field trip and write thank you letters. On Friday, we will examine photos from the 1800s and make comparisons between the types of activities children participated in then and the activities they participate in now. Our final day of the unit on Monday will look at the economics on a farm and the uses of corn in our society today.
I’m looking forward to working with your children on this exciting unit! If you have any questions, or would like to stop in and watch our class in action, please let me know.

Cordially,

Greg Webb

Second Grade Teacher

ABC Elementary

On Wednesday, October 8, our class will be taking a field trip to Carriage Hill Metropark, 7800 E. Shull Road, Dayton, Ohio 45424. The bus will leave school at 9:00 AM and return at 2:45 PM. Your child will need to bring a packed lunch to eat at the park. They may also bring some money for the candy shop they have onsite. For more information on the park, visit http://www.metroparks.org/Parks/CarriageHill/Home.aspx
Please fill out the bottom portion of this form and return it to me by no later than Tuesday, October 7.

Thank you,

Mr. Webb

_________
 Yes, I give permission for my child, _____________________, to 

attend the field trip to Carriage Hill on October 8.

_________
No, I do not give permission for my child, ____________________, 

to attend the field trip to Carriage Hill on October 8.

________________________________
Parent Signature

________
Please contact me at _________________________ to discuss 

being a chaperone for the field trip.
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