Life on a 19th Century Farm
Subject: Social Studies

Grade Level: 2

Ohio Academic Content Standards

Social Studies Indicators

- History
4. Use historical artifacts, photographs, biographies, maps, diaries and folklore to answer questions about daily life in the past. 

5. Identify the work that people performed to make a living in the past and explain how jobs in the past are similar and/or different from those of today.

6. Identify and describe examples of how science and technology have changed the daily lives of people and compare:

a. Forms of communication from the past and present;

b. Forms of transportation from the past and present.

- Economics
1. Explain how resources can be used in various ways (e.g., a bushel of corn could be fed to cows, used to make sweetener, or converted to fuel).

2. Explain how people are both buyers and sellers of goods and services.

- Social Studies Skills and Methods

1. Obtain information from oral, visual and print sources.

5. Communicate information in writing.

Language Arts Indicators

-Strategies and Self-Monitoring Strategies

3. Compare and contrast information in texts with prior knowledge and experience.
4. Summarize text by recalling main ideas and some supporting details.

5. Create and use graphic organizers, such as Venn diagrams and webs, to demonstrate 
comprehension.

6. Answer literal, inferential and evaluative questions to demonstrate comprehension of grade-appropriate print texts and electronic and visual media.

Objectives: Students will be able to: 

· Describe life in the 1800s, including chores, school, family, and home life.
· Organize learned information, using it to create graphic organizers.
· Apply their knowledge by writing a fictional narrative (journal entry) as if they are children living on a farm in the 1800s.
Materials: 
· chart paper
· permanent markers

· Turn of the Century, by Ellen Jackson

· copies of Student Dictionary 
· data folders

· “To Market and Home Again” worksheet
· pencils

· scissors

· glue

· camera
Day 1: Overview
1.   As a class, create a KWL chart about life on a farm in the 1880s. Discuss with students the information they already know and explain that they will learn much more in the upcoming lessons.

2.   Read an excerpt about life from as a child in the late 1800s from the book Turn of the Century by Ellen Jackson. 
3.   Have a discussion about what life was like at this time. Emphasize the differences between living on a farm in the 1880s and living in a suburb in the present day.  

4.   Create a list of important words from this time period on chart paper. As a class, students must discuss the words and come up with a definition and picture for each and record those in their Student Dictionaries in their data folders. 
Day 2: Going to Market
1.   Review what was learned from the previous day. Brainstorm with the students about what else they want to learn about life on a farm in the late 1800s. Record their ideas on the KWL chart from the first day.  

2.   Have a class discussion about the types of jobs farmers would have on the farm. List the resources he would get from his farm to take to the market to trade. 
3.   Hand out the “To Market and Home Again” worksheet. Students should cut out each of the items, and as a class, they will decide whether the item is something farmers brought to the market or something they brought home from the market. After the class has agreed on where the items should be placed, students will glue the items in the correct column. 

4.   The teacher will remind students to look for examples of these items when they visit Carriage Hill the next day. 

Day 3: Field Trip to Carriage Hill

1.   Remind students of the differences they will see that show life on a late 19th century 

farm. Reiterate the jobs farmers had to do on the farm and the items they brought to and farm the market. 
2.   Once at Carriage Hill, be sure to point out the things that students have been learning about, especially the tools from the farm, the wagon with the items for market, and the records of what was taken to and from market. Emphasize the amount of money these items were worth back then compared to prices of similar objects today. 

3.   Photograph students participating in the field trip. Take additional shots of interesting buildings, pictures, and artifacts that you can display in the room in the upcoming days. 
Day 4: Graphic Organizer
1.   Allow the students to share their experiences at Carriage Hill. 
2.   Talk about what the students have learned about farm life in the late 19th century. As a class, complete the “Learned” column on the KWL chart. 
3.   Have students complete the graphic organizer “Life on My 19th Century Farm” about the things they have learned, being sure to review all of the parts they must complete before handing the paper out to students. Instruct them to be creative and color in their pictures. 

Day 5: Journal Entry

1.   Review what life was like for a child on a farm in the 1880s and refer back to the graphic organizer the student completed on day 4. 

2.   Instruct students to imagine that they are a child living on a 19th century farm and to write a journal entry describing their life. The journal entry must be at least six sentences long and should be done in neat handwriting. 
3.   Allow the students to look at the pictures from the field trip and choose one of themselves they would like to include with their work.

Extension:

When all students are finished working, allow them to share one of the things they have learned or done (graphic organizer or journal entry) with the rest of the class. Post their chosen work on the bulletin board, a poster, or the wall along with the picture each child has chosen of themselves at the field trip. 
Journal Entry Rubric
 
Student Name:     ________________________________________ 
	CATEGORY 


	4 
	3 
	2 
	1 

	Sentences 
	All sentences are complete, well-constructed and of varied structure.
	 All sentences are complete and well-constructed.
	Most sentences are complete and well-constructed. 
	Many sentences are not complete. 

	Capitalization and Punctuation 
	Writer makes no errors in capitalization and punctuation. 
	Writer makes 1-3 errors in capitalization and punctuation. 
	Writer makes 3-5 errors in capitalization and punctuation. 
	Writer makes more than 5 errors in capitalization and punctuation. 

	Ideas 
	Ideas are expressed in a clear and organized fashion. It was easy to figure out what the journal entry is about. 
	Ideas are expressed in a pretty clear manner, but the organization could have been better. 
	Ideas are somewhat organized, but are not very clear. It took more than one reading to figure out what the entry is about. 
	The journal entry seemed to be a collection of unrelated sentences. It was very difficult to figure out what it is about. 

	Accurate Information
	All the information included is accurate with the time period. 
	Most of the information included is accurate with the time period.
	The information is generally not accurate with the time period. 
	None of the information is accurate with the time period. 


Student Dictionary


New Word_____________________________





Definition______________________________________________





_____________________________________________________





_____________________________________________________





Picture 





New Word_____________________________





Definition______________________________________________





_____________________________________________________





_____________________________________________________





Picture 
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